FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
on Welsh support, and Edward was not the man to forget
things of that kind. As for Scotland, that menace for
several generations had been no more than potential,
but sooner or later it was bound to become actual.
English policy had played for a peaceful union of crowns
by process of marriage, and when this failed it was only
natural for Edward to take advantage of a disputed
succession to convert what had been a shadowy feudal
claim into an effective suzerainty over the successful
candidate.
All of which feudal stuff signified just about as much,
or as little, as the sort of bogus ethnology by which the
Totalitarian states of to-day justify their pursuit of the
main chance. To have Scotland a vassal State suited
Edward's, and England's, interest extremely well; and
to proceed at the first sign of recalcitrance from suzerainty
to open conquest, even better.
To recognize this is in no way to justify power policy,
either in Edward's day or our own, even from its own
standpoint of sacred egotism. Egomania, in nations as
in men, is a disease ; a form of insanity, homicidal and
kleptomaniac, that renders the victim a mortal peril to
his neighbours, but which, like hydrophobia, is an even
greater danger to the victim. Only this particular form of
insanity is masked by a cunning that, being devoid of
wisdom, ends by defeating its own purposes. Or if it
succeeds, it is only when it is armed with such over-
whelming force that it is able to obliterate the conse-
quences of its own actions. If, that is to say, the
consequences of action can ever be evaded, which is by
no means certain.
We can regard the whole of England's expansion and
contraction, from Edward Fs first expedition into Wales
to the final collapse, 176 years later, of the English attempt
to conquer France, as one single movement, like the rise
and fall of a wave. The whole national strength that had
accumulated during the long, invasion-free reign of
Henry III is put forth in a mighty effort to unite France
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